Scotch Four Knights Game for White

Scotch Four Knights Game
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Scotch Four Knights Game for White

Scotch Game - White System
(C47 Four Knights, Scotch, 4...exd4)
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Black can avoid the Scotch Game with
4 ... £b4 (Variation A) or go into it with 4 ...
exd4 (Variation B.)

A) Anti-Scotch
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5...0-06 ¥d3 2e8 7 £d2 DHxd4 8 Wxd4
c5 9 ¥d3 Exe5 10 O-O-O d5 (10 ... d6 11 3 +/-)
11 Dxd5 DHxd5 12 Lxb4 cxbd 13 f4 Ee7
14 ¥xd5 Ed7 15 ¥h5 +/- Todorov - Delchev,
Bulgaria 1995, Game 1.

6 g4  Dxc3
7 Yxg7 Ef8
8 a3
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= /7///////,,,,A7 %0, %0,
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8 ... £a5

White needs to know this wild and wooley line:
8 ... Dxd4 9 axb4 Dxc2+ 10 €d2 Dxaf
11 &xc3

a5 (11 ... ¥e7 12 £c4 d5 13 £b5+ c6 14 Le3 +/-)
12 £c4 Ye7 (12 ... axbd+ 13 £d2 d5 14 Lb5+ c6
15 Bel +) 13 Eell ¥xb4+ 14 £d3 d5
15 Dxf7+ Yxel 16 Dd6+ cxd6 17 Lb5+
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&d8 18 £g5+ Diaz - Rodriguez, Cuba 1981,
Game 2.

9 DHxc6 dxcb
10 Wes5+ We7
11 Yxe7+ <xe7
12 £d2 25
13 Zc1!

A theoretical novelty found by Bill Orton.

13 DNa2
14 £xa5 Dxcl
15 L2b4+ Df6
16 £xf8 Exf8
17 &d2  Db3+
18  cxb3 +/-
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B) Scotch Four Knights
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5 .. Lb4

. £¢5 6 Dxcb bxcd 7 £d3 d6 (7 ... d5
8 exd5 cxd5 9 O-O O-O 10 £g5 Le7
transposes to the B-b4-e7 line) 8 O-O Dg4
(8 ... 0-0 9 Da4) 9 £f4 g5 10 &d2 Y6
11 We2 We5 12 g3 Web 13 Dad £d4 14 ¢3
®h6 15 h4 £16 16 5! +- Miles - Soren, Cuba
1995:

5..d6 6 £e2 Le7 7 0-0 0-0 8 f4 &d7
9 &f3 +/=;

5...Dxd4 6 YWxd4 d6 7 Le2 £e7 8 0-0 O-0
9 &f4 £e6 10 Ead1 +/=;

5... Dxe4 6 Dxed We7 7 Le2 Yxed 8 Db5
+/- Sevillano - Tamburro, US Open
Championship 2007

6 Dxc6 bxc6

6 ... £xc3+ is tempting, but White’s two
bishops more than compensate. 7 bxc3 dxc6
8 YWxd8+ &xd8 9 £g5 h6 10 0-0O-O+ De7
11 £h4 g5 12 £9g3 £e6 13 f3 +/= Rigo - Mira,
Vienna 1986

Friday, January 29, 2010



Scotch Four Knights Game for White
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7 ... d6 is too passive a center. 8 O-O Dg4
(8 ... %e79h3 0-0 10 ¥f3 Nd7 11 ¥g3 Ee8 12 £d2
Hc5 13 Zael a5 14 £c4 +/= Georgiev,V -

Dobrev,Nanko, Bulgaria (1) 1995) 9 h3 @De5
10 Da4 Dxd3 11 Yxd3 £b7 12 c4 0-0
13 &f4 +/= Call this "the Scotch bind" - pawns
on e4 and c4 restraining the ... d5 break.

8 exdb5

A major alternative here which some books
give as adraw lineis 8 ... We7+ 9 We2 cxd5

Hogeye Bill

9 ... xe2+ 10 Yxe2

cxd5 (10 ... ©@xd5 11 @Dxd5 cxd5 12 £b5+ £d7
13 &xd7+ ©xd7 14 £e3 $eb (14 ... £a5 15 Eact
Eab8 16 b3 £¢3 17 Ehd1 c6 18 Ed3 followed by c2-
c4 Rublevsky - Aleksandrov, Oakham 1992) 15 Eac1
Ehd8 16 Ehd1 &£a5 17 c4 dxc4 18 Exd8 Exd8
19 Exc4 +/= Yandemirov - Arkhipov, Elista ch-RUS
1994, Game 3. 11 ©b5 La5 (11 .. &d8
12 Ed1 c6 13 c3 Ee8+ 14 &f1 L8 15 Dd4 +/-
Spielmann,R - Lasker,E, Moskow 1935) 12 £f4 £d8
(12 ... ¢5 13 Dd6+! Le7 14 Dxc8+ Eaxc8 15 ¢3 +/=)
13 EZhd1 Khalafian,E - Muslimova,Aida,
Moscow 1979;

9 ... dxd5 10 Yxe7+ ©xe7 11 a3

2 A Yiki

oy A
oA o

% @m% @

A }A’/ﬁ./w%
" 8,% il
g & w5

AxXC3+ (11 ... a5 12 b4 +- Dxc3 (12 ... £b6
13 De2 Df6 14 £b2 Ed8 15 0-O a5 16 bxa5 Exa5
17 a4 £a6 18 &c3 Pugachev - Notkin, Biel 1992)

13 bxa5 Dd5 14 0-0 +/-) 12 bxc3 Le6 13 0-O 6
14 £d2 &f7 15 Efb1 Eab8 16 Eb3 +/=
Karpov)
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10 Wxe7+ Dxe7 11 £d2 c6 12 0-0-O0 Ed8
13 Ehel1+ 218 14 De4! +/- Kalinichenko -
Schebenyuk 1993

9 0-0 0-0
10 £9g5 c6

Alternatives:

0...2e6 11 Db5!

¥ W Ed&

A & aaa
7 _

[/ / A/ A/ 4/ Y,

%ﬁ %@%E”

c5 12 a3 £a5 13 b4 cxb4 (13 ... a6 14 Dd4! +-
Fokkink,W - Nieuwelink,K, Nederland tt (1) 1994;
3 ... &b6 14 c3 Ec8 15 bxcs &£xc5 16 Dd4 Le7
17 Ee1 Exc3 18 Exeb fxe6 19 Dxe6 Wbe 20 DHxf8
£xf8 21 £c2 +/= Svidler,P - Purgin,N, St.Petersburg
1993) 14 YWe1 bxa3 15 Lxf6 gxf6 16 e3 Lb6

17 ¥h6 5 18 Exa3 Scholz - Schurig, corr
DDR 1990, Game 4;

0 ... £xc3 11 bxc3 h6 12 £h4 ¥d6 13 ¥f3
294 14 Wg3 Yxg3 15 £xg3 c6 16 f3 Leb
17 £a6 (17 Efe1 Galyas - Kirjak, Korcsportos
1995, Game 5) £c8 18 £xc8 ZEfxc8
19 Zab1 ©d7 20 Efe1 +/- Kimelfeld -
Marszalek, Prague 1966;

Hogeye Bill
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10 ... Re7 11 &£xf6 &xi6 12 ¥h5 g6
13 Wxd5

Wxd5 (13 ... £e6 14 Web +/=) 14 Dxd5 Lxb2
15 Eab1 Le5 16 Efe1 £d6 17 Dfe+ &g7
18 De8+ +/- Czerniak,M - Tarnowski,A,
Helsinki olm 1952, Game 6.

11 w3

11 Le7
1... Wd6 12 h3 Ee8 13 Efe1 £d7 14 &4
Bxe1+ 15 Exe1 Wfg 16 Le5 +/- West,G -
Handoko,E, Sydney (1) 1991;

1...2d612 Efe1 Epb8 13 Da4
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h6 (13 ... Eb4 14 b3 Eg4 15 L£xfe Yxf6 16 Yxf6

gxf6 17 Ead1 €h8 18 c4 +/- Nunn,J - Garcia,G ,
London 1994, Game 7.) 14 &xf6 Wxf6
15 Yxf6 gxf6 16 b3 Leb6 17 c3! +/- with Ra1l-
c1 and c3-c4 coming. (Gutman);

11 ... h6 12 £f4 (Worth considering is 12 £xf6
Wxfe 13 Wxf6 gxfe 14 Dadl?) 12 £d6
(12 ... £g4 13 Yg3 ¥d7 14 f3 Radovici - Brzozka,
Sofia 1958) 13 Efe1 Eb8 14 Da4d c5 15 b3 +/=
It may be equal. This may be Black's best.

12 h3
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)y /
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12 ... 2.6

12 ... h6 13 &4 £d6 14 Dad Eb8 15 b3 +/=
Santo Roman,M - Boudre,J, Frankrijk 1991;

12 ... Dd7 13 £xe7 ¥Yxe7 14 Efe1 ¥g5
(14 ... W6 15 Yxfe Dxf6 16 Dad +/- since White will

Hogeye Bill
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blockade the duo.) 15 Da4! ¥h4 Chandler -
Mainka, London 1994 and now 16 b3! +/=;

12 ... Be8 13 Efe1 Le6 14 De2 transposes
to the following.

13 Ne2 Nd7
14 2xe7 Yxe7
15 Efel Zfe8

15 ... Dc5 16 Dd4 Dxd3 17 ¥xd3 (17 oxd3
Krogh,Carsten - Matthaei,Alexander, Ringsted 1992)
17 ... ¥d6 18 Ee2 ¢5 19 Df3 Kemna,G -
Erlach,Olaf, Germany 1990

16 Hda Yde
17 HEadl Hcbh
18 &1 Ded

19 cd +/=

Radulov,| - Kovacs,Laszlo, Decin (1) 1976,
Game 8.

Friday, January 29, 2010



Scotch Four Knights Game for White

£

lllustrative Games

Todorov, Todor - Delchev,A Game 1
Bulgaria (1) 1995

(C47 Four Knights, Scotch, Krause V)

1 e4 e5 2 Df3 Dcb 3 Dc3 Df6 4 d4 b4
5 DHxe5 0-0 6 Wd3 Ze8 7 £d2 Dxd4
8 Wxd4 c5 9 Wd3 Zxe5 10 0-0-0 d5
11 Dxd5 Dxd5 12 £xb4 cxb4 13 f4 Ee7
14 Y¥xd5 Zd7 15 ¥h5 ¥c7 16 g3 Exd1+
17 ¥xd1 2e6 18 b1 a5 19 £d3 a4 20 5
£2d7 21 ¥d2 W5 22 W4 b3 23 Ed1 bxa2+
24 ©xa2 a3 25 b3 £c6 26 £c4 Ec8 27 6

9528 Wg4 Ze829 Ed5 1-0

Diaz - Rodriguez Game 2

Cuba 1981
(C47 Four Knights, Scotch, Krause V)

1 e4 e5 2 Df3 Dcb 3 Dc3 Df6 4 d4 b4
5 Dxe5 Dxe4 6 g4 Dxc3 7 Yxg7 Zf8
8 a3 Oxd4 9 axb4 Dxc2+ 10 ©d2 DHxa1l
11 ©xc3 a5 12 £c4 We7 13 Ee1 Wxbd+
14 ©d3 d5 15 Dxf7+
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page 7 of 9

15 ... 2e6 15 ... Yxel 16 Dd6+ cxd6
17 &£b5+ Hd8 18 L£g5+ 16 Exeb+ &d7
17 £xd5 1-0

Yandemirov,V - Arkhipov,S Game 3

Elista ch-RUS 1994

(C47 Four Knights, Scotch, 4...exd4)

1 e4 e52 Df3 Dc6 3 De3 Df6 4 d4 exd4s
5 Dxd4 b4 6 Dxc6 bxcé 7 2d3 d5 8 exd5
Ye7+ 9 Ye2 ¥xe2+ 10 &xe2 Dxd5
11 Hxd5 cxd5 12 £b5+ £d7 13 &xd7+
&xd7

14 Le3 +/= White has play against Black's
isolated duo by bringing the rooks to the
center and playing c2-c4. 14 ... ©e6 15 Eac1
Ehd8 16 Ehd1 £a5 17 c4 dxc4 18 Exd8
Exd8 19 Exc4 2b6 20 Zed+ &5 21 Zfa+
$e6 22 Zed4+ &f5 23 3 Ed5 24 £d2 h5
25 £¢3 £g6 26 g4 £d7 27 h3 f6 28 f4 hxg4
29 hxg4 €7 30 f5 Zd6 31 a4 a5 32 b4 axb4
33 £xb4 Ed5 34 Ee7+ £g8 35 L¢3 La5
36 £xa5 Exa5 37 Ze4 g6 38 fxgb6 g7
39 ©d3 &xg6 40 £f4 c541 Le3 &g51/2

Scholz - Schurig Game 4

corr DDR (1) 1990
(C47 Four Knights, Scotch, 4...exd4)

1 e4 e52 Nf3 D6 3 D3 Dc6 4 db exds
5 dxd4 £b4 6 Dxc6 bxcé 7 2d3 d5 8 exd5
cxd5 9 0-0 0-0 10 £g5 Le6 11 2b5 c5
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12 a3 £a5 13 b4 cxb4 14 %e1 bxa3
15 £xf6 gxf6 16 Ye3 £b6 17 ¥he 5

18 Zxa3 +/- White has a fearsome attack.
18 ... a6 19 £e2 6 20 Eg3+ ©f7 21 Eg7+
1-0

Galyas,Miklos - Kirjak,Robert Game 5

Korcsoportos donto (1) 1995
(C47 Four Knights, Scotch, 4...exd4)

1 e4 e52 Df3 Dc6 3 Dc3 Df6 4 d4 exd4
5 Dxd4 £b4 6 Dxc6 bxcé 7 £d3 d5 8 exd5
cxd5 9 0-O 0-0 10 £g5 £xc3 11 bxc3 h6
12 £h4 Yd6 13 ¥f3 £94 14 Yg3 Yxg3
15 £xg3 c6 16 f3 L6

17 Efe1 17 L£a6! 17 ... ©d7 18 £d6 Efd8
19 Eab1 ©f8 20 £g3 Dd7 21 £f2 Edb8
22 226 Exb1 23 Exb1 Db6 24 £xb6 axb6
25 Exb6 c5 26 g4 &8 27 a4 Le7 28 Lb5

Hogeye Bill
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Ea7 29 &2 £d7 30 ©e3 &£xb5 31 axb5
Ba132 Ec6 Ee1+ 33 ©d2 Eh1 34 b6 Eb1
35 Exc5 Exb6 36 Exd5 Zf6 37 Ye3 Zc6
38 ©d2 2f6 39 £2d3 ©eb 40 c4 h5 41 ¢c5
hxg4 42 £d6+ 1-0

Czerniak,M - Tarnowski,A Game 6

Helsinki olm (1) 1952-08-00
(C47 Four Knights, Scotch, 4...exd4)

1 e4 e52 Df3 Dc6 3 Dc3 D6 4 d4 exd4
5 Dxd4 £b4 6 Dxc6 bxcé 7 £d3 d5 8 exd5
cxd5 9 0-O 0-0 10 £¢g5 Le7 11 £xf6!
£2xf6 12 ¥h5 g6 13 Yxd5 ¥xd5 14 Dxd5
14 ... £xb2 White's pieces are more active,
so he wins easily. 15 Eab1 £e5 16 Zfe1
£d6 17 Df6+ &g7 18 De8+

18 ... Exe8 18 ... ©g8 19 Dxd6 cxd6
20 Le4 19 Exe8 £b7 20 Exa8 £xa8
21 Eb8 £d5 22 c4 £.¢6 23 g3 h5 24 £f1 a5
25 £g2 £d7 26 Eb7 £e6 27 Ea7 &£xc4
28 Hxa5 &6 29 £¢c6 Pe6 30 Ea4 &d5
31 £xd5+ ©xd5 32 ©f1 £¢5 33 Ye2 £d4
34 Eb4 g5 35 a4 £¢5 36 Eb1 5 37 a5 D6
38 a6 2b6 39 f3 £a7 40 ©d3 1-0
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Nunn,J - Garcia,G Game 7

London Open: Lloyds Bank 1994
(C47 Four Knights, Scotch, 4...exd4)

1 e4 e52 Df3 Dcb6 3 Dc3 Df6 4 d4 exd4
5 Dxd4 £b4 6 Dxc6 bxcé 7 £d3 d5 8 exd5
cxd5 9 0-O c6 10 £g5 0-0 11 ¥f3 £d6
12 Zfe1 Eb8 13 Dad Eb4 14 b3 Eg4
15 2.xf6 Wxf6 16 Wxf6 gxf6 17 Zad1 £ hs
18 c4 Efg8 19 g3 £e6 20 cxd5 cxd5
21 Le2 E4g5 22 £f3 h5 23 Ed4 Ef5
24 g2 Ec8 25 Eh4 ©g7 26 Exh5 Ee5
27 Ed1 Exh5 28 £xh5 Ec2 29 £f3 Exa2
30 &xd5 £b4 31 h4 £d7 32 Ed4 Le1
33 Ef4 £xa4 34 bxad Eb2 35 h5 Eb4
36 h6+ £g6 37 h7 &xh7 38 Exf6 Exad
39 Exf7+ ©g6 40 Ee7 £c3 41 f4 Ed4
42 £e4+ 916 43 Ec7 Le1 44 Ecb+ Ve7
45 215 Ed2+ 46 ©h3 Ze2 47 g4 Ee3+
48 ©g2 Zg3+ 49 ¥f1 £d2 50 Ec4 Ec3
51 Ee4+ &f6 52 Le2 £c¢1 53 Ead4 a5
54 £2d3 &g7 55 Ed4 &f6 56 g5+ Ye7
57 Za4 Ec5 58 Eeq4+ &f8 59 Ed4 Ec3
60 Za4 Ec7 61 Ed4 Ee7+ 62 &3 a4
63 g4 a3 64 Ed8+ g7 65 f5 2b2 66 Za8
He3 67 £b1 Ze1 68 Za7+ &f8 69 La2
He2 70 ©h5 £d4 71 Ea8+ Pe7 72 Exa3
Eg2 73 ©g6 £b2 74 fé+ Lxf6 75 Ear+
1-0

Radulov,| - Kovacs,Laszlo Game 8

Decin 1976
(C47 Four Knights, Scotch, 4...exd4)

1 e4 e5 2 Df3 Dcb 3 De3 Df6 4 d4 exdd
5 Hxd4 £b4 6 Dxc6 bxcé 7 £d3 d5 8 exd5
cxd5 9 0-O 0-0 10 £g5 c6 11 Y3 Le7
12 h3 Ee8 13 Efe1 £e6 14 De2 Dd7
15 £xe7 Yxe7 16 Dd4 Wd6 17 Ead1 Dc5
18 2f1 Ded 19 c4 Df6 20 W3 c5 21 Wa3
Whe 22 cxd5 £xd5 23 Df5 Exel 24 Exel
£2e6 25 Wf3 2d8 26 b3 Wc7 27 Ec1 Hd5
28 De3 Db4 29 a3 Dd3 30 Ed1 De5
31 Wp7 We8 32 Exds+ Wxd8 33 Wxa7
£xb3 34 Yxc5 6 35 Wbh5 £e6 36 a4 Wd7
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37 a5 ©f7 38 a6 Dcb 39 Dc4 Da7 40 ¥e5
g6 41 Ddé+ £g7 42 Db5 Dxb5 43 Yxb5
D7 44 Wh7 Le7 45 2b5 1-0

Summary

This completes our system survey for White.
The Scotch Four Knights generally gives a
slight edge and almost no losing chances. If
you want to exploit small advantages such as
the two bishops and better pawn structure in
the endgame with little risk, this opening
should be considered.
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